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The Constellation Monocoques 
 
Model numbers 168.0015 and 168.0025 were introduced in 1966 and 
1967 respectively and remained in the Omega catalogue until 1970. 
Both were powered by calibre 564, the quickset date upgrade of the 
remarkable calibre 561. 
 
These models were one piece, often described as ‘monocoque’ or 
‘uni-shell’ .The Constellation monocoques were said to have superior 
water-resistance qualities. The absence of a screw-in or press-in case 
back, coupled with the removal of the need to use gaskets for the 
case back and crystal, allowed the movement to be removed from the 
watch without compromising its water-resistant qualities. In normal 
watches, water-resistance is frequently lost when opening the case 
back and breaking the seal, and this is often compounded by the 
deterioration of, or damage to, the gasket during the process of 
removal. 
 
In monocoque cases, the crystal acts to stabilise the dial and 
movement as well as provide an excellent seal to the case. The 
movement is removed from the front of the watch. This is achieved by 
the use of the special Omega tool 105 which reduces marginally the 
diameter of the crystal to allow it to be released from the special case 
top groove in which it sits.     
 
The key feature of these models - their waterproofing system - has 
also been their nemesis in terms of values. Only those with the 
knowledge and the tools can remove the movement to take pictures 
for on-line auctions. Potential bidders can only speculate on the 
overall condition of the watch because the majority of listings do not 
carry images of the movement. Further, both of these models were 
absent from Omega vintage database listings until quite recently. This 
may have also impacted on sales and auction values because, for 
many people, Omega’s database is the primary and only source of 
information for authentication of various models. 
 
Good examples of stainless steel and gold capped models 168.0015 
and 168. 0025 can still be had for under $600.00.  On occasions, I 
have seen pie pan versions sell for more, but only from highly 
regarded sellers who have provided images of the movement.  

 
These models were also produced in solid 18k white, pink and yellow gold, and, again, they have attracted 
lower prices over time.   
 
I believe the monocoques represent excellent value. The are powered by one of the finest production 
movements ever made; they have a quickset date feature; many sport pie pan dials, and they represent an 
excellent entry point for collectors who wish to own an Omega classic from the 1960s. 
 
Overleaf are some images of monocoques from my collection. 
 

168.0015: Courtesy Swatch Group 

168.0025: Courtesy Swatch Group 
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